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Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

 

Grade 4th Grade 

Unit of Study 1 

Pacing  5-7 weeks 

Unit 

Overview 

  In this unit, students will focus on reading literature and composing 

opinion pieces. By the completion of this unit, students should have a 

better understanding of how to identify and analyze theme, and identify 

the meaning of words and phrases within the text. Additionally, 

students should understand how to create an engaging opinion pieces 

that introduce a topic and supports a point of view that uses reasons 

and information. After working on a variety of activities, the unit will 

culminate in a final product which asks students to create an opinion 

piece using the skills taught over the course of the unit. By the end of 

this unit, students will have completed a core requirement for their 

writing portfolio (W.4.1). 
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UNIT ONE STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 
 

RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant 
connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

 
RL.4.2 Determine the key details to identify theme in a story, drama, or 
poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 
 
RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words 
or actions) 

 
Reading Informational: 
 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant 
connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

 
RI.4.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 

 
 
Reading Foundations: 
 

RF.4.4a.  Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding 
 

Writing: 
 

W.4.1  Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view 
with reasons and information. 
 

W.4.1a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create 
an organizational structure in which related ideas are grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 
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W.4.1b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or 
other sources. 

 
W.4.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using narrative techniques, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 
 W.4.3b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show 
the responses of characters to situations. 

 
W.4.3e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or 
events. 
 
W.4.4  Provide clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Literature: 
 

RL.4.5  Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to 
the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., 
cast of characters, setting, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing 
or speaking about a text. 

 
RL.4.6  Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are 
narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 
 

Reading Foundations: 
 

RF.4.3  Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 

 
RF.4.3a. Use combined knowledge of all letter sounds correspondences, 
syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multi-syllabic words in context and out of context. 

 
RF.4.4b. Read grade level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression. 
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Reading Writing: 
 

W.4.1c. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in 
order to, in addition). 
 
W.4.1d. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented. 
 
W.4.3a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation, and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize and event sequence that unfolds naturally. 
 
W.4.4 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 

 
W.4.10.  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences  
 

Speaking and Listening: 
 

SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  
 
SL.4.1a. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information 

known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.  

SL.4.1b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.  

SL.4.2.  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in 

diverse media and formats (e.g. visually, quantitatively, and orally). 

Language: 

L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 

and usage when writing or speaking.  

L.4.1f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 

fragments and run-ons.  
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L.4.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.4.2 a. Use correct capitalization.  

L.4.2 b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations 

from a text.  

L.4.2 d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as 

needed.  

L.4.5.  Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings.  

L.4.5 c. Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them to their opposites 

(antonyms) and to words with similar but not identical meanings (synonyms).  

 

 

“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

DISTRICT POWER STANDARDS 
 
Literature: 
 
RL.4.1. REFER to details and examples in a text and MAKE relevant connections when 
EXPLAINING what the text says explicitly and when DRAWING inferences from the text. 

 
RL.4.2 DETERMINE the key details to IDENTIFY theme in a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text and SUMMARIZE the text. 
 
RL.4.3  DESCRIBE in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama , 
DRAWING on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words or actions) 
 
 
Writing: 
 
W.4.1. WRITE opinion pieces on topics or texts, SUPPORTING a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.4.1 

 
Refer 
 
 
Make 
 
Explain 
 
Drawing 

 
To details and examples 

● In a text 
 
Relevant connections 
 
What the text says explicitly 
 
Inferences 

● From the text 
 

 
1 
 
 
2 
 
2 
 
2 

  Students Know: 

● Details and examples from the text can be used as evidence to support inferences 
drawn from the text. 

● Inference is a logical assumption based on details from the text and their own 
prior knowledge and experiences. 

● Text contains explicit and implicit information. 
● Explicit information is stated directly in the text. 
● Implicit information is drawn from clues in the text and is not explicitly stated in the 

text. 
● How to identify details and examples in the text that support their ideas. 

  

 Students Can: 

● Refer to explicit details from the text to explain their inferences or conclusions. 

 
 
 

POWER STANDARD: RL. 4.2 
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 Determine 
 
 Identify 
 
Summarize 

 
Key details 
 
Theme in a story, drama or poem  
 
The Text 

 
3 
 
2 
 
2 

  Students Know: 

● Theme is the central idea or underlying message of the text. 
● Theme of a story is woven all the way through a story, drama, or poem. 
● Characters actions, interactions, and motivations all reflect the theme of a story, 

drama, or poem. 
● Theme is usually not stated directly in the text, but must be inferred from the 

details of the text. 
● Stories, dramas, and poems may or may not have more than one theme.   
● A summary is a brief statement containing the main points of a text. 

  Students Can: 

● Determine the theme/themes of the text using details from the text to support 
their thinking. 

● Write a summary using details from the text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POWER STANDARD: RL 4.3 
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Describe 
 
 
 
 
 
Drawing 

 
In Depth 

● Character 
● Setting 
● Event 

 
 
Specific Details 

● Character thoughts 
● Character Words 
● Character Actions 

 
2 

Students Know: 

● A drama is a story that is portrayed by characters through action and dialogue.  
● A character can be described based on his/her thoughts, words, actions, 

decisions, physical attributes, and interactions with others.  
● The setting can be described based on the time and place.  
● An event can be described based on the characters, action, impact on other 

events, and location within the chronological sequence of a story or drama.  

  Students Can: 

● Describe a character, drawing on specific details in the text regarding character's 
thoughts, words, actions, decisions, physical attributes, or interactions with 
others.  

● Describe a setting, drawing on specific details in the text regarding the time and 
place.  

● Describe an event, drawing on specific details in the text regarding the action 
and sequence of the story. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.4.1 



9 
 
 

 
 

Write 
 
 
Supporting 

Opinion pieces 
● Topics or texts 
 

Point of view 
● Reasons and information 

 

4 

  Students Know: 

● An argument expresses a point of view supported by reasons and information.  
● Reasons are logical arguments drawn from facts that support the writer's 

opinion.  
● Arguments express a point of view or attempt to persuade readers to agree with 

a position. 

Students Can: 

● Gather information to support a logical argument on a topic or a text.  
● Determine relevant reasons and information to support a point of view. 
● Compose an argument with reasons and information that clearly support a 

specific point of view. 
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Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Priority Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

● Refer 
● Identify 
● Relevant 
● Connections 
● Explicitly 
● Inferences 
● Determine 
● Key details 
● Analyze 
● Theme 
● Story 
● Drama 
● Poem 
● Summarize 
● In depth 
● Main idea 
● Supporting 
● Opinion 
● Describe 
● Setting 
● Character 
● Event 
● Drawing 
● Textual Evidence 
● Quote accurately 
● Literary anaylsis 

 

● Graphic organizer 
● Collaborative 
● Presentation 
● Figurative language 
● Sensory words 
● Transitional words 
● Concluding statement 
● Compare 
● Contrast 
● Literature 
● Graphic organizer 
● Reference 
● Presentation 
● Book review 
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Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. How can you use details and 
examples when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and make 
relevant connections when drawing 
inferences? 

 
2. How can you use details from the 

text to identify the theme in a story, 
drama or poem to summarize? 
 

3. How can you describe a character, 
setting, or event in a story or 
drama? 

 
 
 

4. How does the author of an opinion 
piece support his/her point of view? 

 

1. I can use details and examples from 
a text, and my background 
knowledge, to come to a conclusion 
about what the text says. 

 
2. I can use details from the text to 

understand the message of the 
story, drama or poem when 
summarizing. 
 

3. I can describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story or drama 
by drawing on specific details in the 
text like a character’s thoughts, 
words or actions. 
 

4.  An author of an opinion piece can 
support their point of view by stating an 
opinion thesis statement and providing 
reasons to support their opinion with 
facts and details. 
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Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment  

Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 
Post-Assessment 

 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Engaging Scenario 
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Your class just received some exciting news! Scholastic Magazine will select fourth grade 

students, from your school, to become book review critics for the upcoming school year. 

Students who are selected will have their book reviews showcased on the Scholastic 

Magazine website.  Students from all of the world will be reading your review!   

In order to qualify for this prestigious position you must select a book (or several short 

stories) to read. You will critique it using text evidence to support your opinion. Your 

presentation will be read to the class and they will vote for the most qualified applicants. Are 

you ready for the challenge? Good luck! 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

Task 1:  Interactive Journals 

● Students will read a self-selected book or a book chosen by their teacher and record 

information in their response journals.  They will also select a graphic organizer to 

complete and place in their journals 

Task 2:  Summarize 

● Students will use the completed graphic organizer, as a reference, to write a summary 

about the story (stories) that they read. 

 
Task 3:  Write a Book Review 

● Students will use the completed summary to write their opinion of the book using 

details from the text to support their claims.   

Task 4: Presentation  

● In groups students will use their completed summaries from Task 2 to create a 2-3 

minute presentation about the book they read. 
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
RL.4.1 , RL.4.2, RL.4.3, W.4.1 
 
Additional  Standards: 
RF.4.4a, RF.4.3, RL.4.6, W.4.10, SL.4.1 
 
 

 

Note to teacher: Select, or have students select, a piece of literature the warrants careful 

attention to detail. Because analysis is the goal, depth is critical. Characters need to act 

meaningfully in relation to well-developed story events. 

Interactive journals are notebooks in which students participate in short written 

conversations about what they are reading. The journals may be used any time two or 

more students are reading the same text. Interactive journals encourage close reading of 

manageable sections of the text. Let students know that their journals will be a place for 

sharing ideas about their reading and remind them to leave room for peers to respond. As 

students begin using the journals, mini-lessons are presented on responding to prompts, 

creating dialogue, adding drawings, and asking and answering questions. Students can 

choose their own partners, or partners can be teacher-assigned so that less proficient and 

more proficient writers can be paired. See resources for more information on interactive 

journals. 
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Task 1 Detailed:  Interactive Journals  

● Select a book or use a book that your teacher provides to you. You may also select 

2-3 shorter texts in place of a book.  At least one of your classmates will need to 

read the same book in order to become your interactive response partner. You will 

create a reading response journal to reflect on the story as you read. Be sure to 

stop and jot down your thoughts after reading a few pages. Here are some 

suggested questions you may want to reflect on: 

What do you think will happen next? What details in the story make you think 

that? 

                What kinds of images did you see while you were reading? (use a mind map          
                or  drawing to represent the image) 
 

What problem, goal, or challenge does the main character face? What does 

the character do about that? 

What do you think the character will learn from his or her experiences? 

Write a sentence to describe a part you found funny, surprising, or 

interesting. Write a second sentence that uses details from the text to 

support your opinion. 

Do you have an idea of what the theme or central message might be? What 

details in the text make you think that? 

● At agreed-upon stopping points you will write your responses and then trade 

journals with a partner. You will read your partners thoughts and write a written 

response. This will continue until the book is finished. 

● Glue the story map and characterization organizers into your journal (see 

resources). Complete the organizers as you continue to read and be prepared to 

share with your partner or group: 
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Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 1 

 Create a “How Good Reader’s Read” anchor chart. 

 Create a chart explaining the differences between a story, drama and poem. 

 Model how to complete a graphic organizer as a shared writing activity. 

 Model how to use the interactive journal by demonstrating with a student what it 

should look like. 

 Using whiteboards, have students highlight quotes from a text and have student 

explain in their journals what the quote means. Allow students the opportunity to 

share with a partner.  

 Choose texts to read aloud and plan where you will model inferring.  Think aloud 

how you make inferences, and tie these inferences back to specific words and 

phrases in the text. 

 Pose questions that get students looking for theme via the following avenues: 

 Naming a lesson in the story (What lesson did __________ learn by the 

end?   

  What lesson or message did you get from reading this book? 

 Identifying a social issue in a story (What have you learned about 

_________ from reading this book?  What are you learning about the issue 

of _________   here?) 

 Have students write in-depth descriptions of characters, setting, or events from the 

text using specific details. 

 Have students identify the wants or needs of key characters and parts of the story 

where their different wants and needs conflict. 

 Organize students into groups (inquiry circles, literature circles, book clubs); each 

group reads a different book or the same as others, using the discussion within the 

group to help them work through the challenges the book presents. 

 

 Engage in full-class close reading periodically, modeling what such close reading 

looks like and discussing how you do it as you go; then let students take on more of 

the responsibility for reading and discussing. 

 

 Teach students a range of questions to ask when they read different types of texts 

and techniques they can use throughout their reading process as needed with 

different types of texts. 
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 Teach mini-lessons on the following: 

 Theme 

 Character/Character Analysis 

 Story Elements 

 Key Details/Main Idea 

 Interactive Journals 

 

 Formative Assessments: 

 

o teacher observations 

o questioning 

o completed graphic organizer 

o completed interactive journals 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 
□ Responses 
showed an 
exceptionally high 
level of thinking 
linked to the text. 
 

□ Read a book and 
recorded responses 
in journal 
 
□ Referred to details 
and examples in the 
text. 
 
□ Participated in 
peer response 
journaling. 
 
□ Completed 2 
graphic organizers 
correctly 
 
□ Determined the 
theme. 
 

□  Meets 4 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

□ Meets fewer 
than 4 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
 
□ Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 
 
□ Comments 

 
 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 
Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #1 

 
✓ Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

x  Technology/multimedia 

      N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology 

Standards: 

      8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective 

input of text and data using an input 

device. 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

 X  Other: 

SL.4.1 
 
 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

X Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
RL.4.1, RL.4.2,  RL.4.3 
 
Additional Standards: 
W.4.4, L.4.1, L.4.1f, L.4.2, L.4.2a, L.4.2b, L.4.2d  
 

 
Summarize 

 
Task 2 Detailed:  Write a summary using the completed graphic organizers and your 
journal as a reference.  
 

 
● Use the completed graphic organizer to help you summarize the text you read. 
 
● Write a summary and include the title, author, and most important ideas from 

the story. Be sure to mention the theme of the story in your summary. Describe 
the characters and setting in your summary. Refer back to evidence or quote 
the text as you summarize important ideas. 

 

● Use the character map to write an additional paragraph describing a character 
of your choice. Remember to use details from the text to support your analysis 
of the character. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



21 
 
 

 
 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 2 

 

● Model how to use a completed graphic organizer to draft a summary and/or draft a 
writing piece. 

● Using whiteboards, have students highlight quotes from the text to use as evidence 
when explaining what the text is about. 

● Provide students with a copy of a sample text and circulate, coaching as they 
highlight specific details and annotate their thinking. 

● Model explaining the story by writing a summary.  Refer back to text to “lift” specific 
words, phrases or sentences and embed these into the explanation. 

 Have students write their own summaries, highlighting where they have used 
specific details and examples from the text. 

● Keep a classroom chart of themes that students discover in texts. 
● Create a shared summary with the class. Include an opening statements, key 

details in chronological order from the text, and a conclusion.  Post as an anchor 
chart for students to refer to. 

● Create a chart of character traits and how characters show the traits through their 
actions, thoughts and words. 

 Model how to recount the story.  First, explain that a retell/recount involves an 
opening statement, followed by key events listed in sequential or chronological 
order, and a conclusion; have students recount stories to a partner or with the 
class. 
 

Formative Assessments: 

○ teacher observations 

○ conferences 

○ questioning 

○ think-pair-share 

○ completed summaries 
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
(Additional criteria to 
be determined by 
the teacher) 

□ Used each graphic 
organizer as a 
reference 
 
□ Summarized story in 
own words 
 
□ Included title, author, 
and most important 
ideas from story 
 
□ Discussed the theme 
 
□ Summarized a 
character from the 
story using details from 
the character map 
 
□ Uses correct  
language, punctuation, 
and capitalization 
 

□ Meets 4-5 of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

□ Meets less 
than 4 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
 
□ Task to be 
repeated after 
re-teaching 
 
□ Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 
Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 

✓ Check all those that apply to the task: 

x  Technology/multimedia 

     N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology 

Standards: 

      8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective 

input of text and data using an input 

device. 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

x  Other: 

      SL.4.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

Power Standards: 
W.4.1, W.4.1a, W.4.1b  
 
Additional Standards: 
RL.4.2, W.4.1c, W.4.1d,W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6 L.4.1, L.4.1f, L.4.2, L.4.2a, L.4.2b, L.4.2d 
 

Note to teacher: Introduce the process of writing a book review to students prior to having 

them complete this task. Book reviews require specific guidelines. It is recommended that 

you project the following link on to your interactive white board and review the steps in the 

process: 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/tips.htm 

 

Write a Book Review 

Task 3 Detailed:  Write a book review based on the information you gathered in the 
previous tasks.   
 

● Look at some sample book reviews in order to get an idea of the format prior 
to beginning your own review. 

● Use your summaries from Task 2 to help write the review. Be sure to include 
the following: 

o The book’s title and author. 

o The theme of the book, setting and an analysis of the characters that 

should include characters thoughts, words, actions, decisions, 

physical attributes or interactions with others. 

o Opinion of the book. Provide specific examples from the book to 

support your opinion about the characters and the theme. 

o A brief summary of the plot that doesn’t give away too much. 

o The reviewer’s personal thoughts about the book with specific 

examples from the text to support praise or criticism. 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/tips.htm
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When you have completed your book review you can go to Scholastic’s website 
and complete an online submission. Use your review to help you complete the 
process. 
Book Review Submission:                    
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/swyar/write.asphttp://teacher.scholastic.c
om/activities/swyar/write.asp 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 3 

● Research different book review templates. 

● Create a chart listing the elements needed for a book review. (e.g., author, title, 

theme, analysis of characters, setting, opinion of the story, thoughts about the 

book). 

● Model how to write a book review using opinion writing elements. 

● Model how to write a Literary Analysis Essay using two books. 

● Share multiple examples of opinion pieces-from books, to book reviews, editorials, 

sports columns, persuasive letters, and so on-and discuss how opinion writing is 

different form narrative and informative/explanatory texts. 

● Brainstorm linking words and phrases to use in opinion writing and notice them in 

published text.  Have these words displayed or accessible for students.  Specifically 

include the words for grade 4 expectations (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 

addition, etc.). 

● You may want to do some research the author. Check out the author’s website, 
biography, awards received, etc. Decide if any of the information should be included 
in your review. You the computer to type up your book review 

● Formative Assessments: 
○ conferences 
○ identified the theme 
○ completed book reviews 

 

 

 

 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/swyar/write.asp
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/swyar/write.asp
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/swyar/write.asp
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Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 
□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 
 □ Responses 

showed an 

exceptionally high 

level of thinking 

linked to the text 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

□ Author and book title 
mentioned in the first 
paragraph 
 
□ Clear and organized 
structure 
 
□ Contains student's 
reaction to the book in 
a thoughtful manner 
 
□ Cites text to support 
claims 
 
□ Mentions the theme 

□ Discusses characters 
thoughts, words, 
actions, decisions, 
physical attributes, or 
interactions with 
others.  

□Accurately sums up 
the main events of the 
story. 
 
□ The book review has 
been edited and 
completely corrected 
for grammar, 
mechanics, and 
spelling. 
 

□ Meets 5-7 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

□ Meets less than 5 
of the “Proficient” 
criteria 
 
□ Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 
 
□ Comments: 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Standards 
Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 

✓ Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

x  Technology/multimedia 

     N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology 

Standards: 

      8.1.4.A.1 Demonstrate effective 

input of text and data using an input 

device. 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

x  Other: 

     SL.4.1 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

 ❑Curiosity and Imagination 

X Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 

x Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
W.4.1, W.4.1a, W.4.1b  
 
Supporting Standards: 
RL.4.1, W.4.1c, W.4.1d, W.4.4, SL.4.2, SL.4.5, SL.4.6 
 
 

 Presentation (optional) 
 
Task 4 Detailed:  Create a presentation (skit, power point, video, poster, etc.) based on 
your opinion of your book to present to the class. 
   

● Your presentation should: 
1. Be 3-5 minutes in length. 
2. Clearly express your opinion. 
3. Excite and compel others to want to read your book. 

Bonus: 
● Create a persuasive advertisement that goes with the short story that was chosen 

by your group. 
 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 4 

 

● Model how to create a PowerPoint presentation 

● Show a video of skits 

● Model what an oral presentation should look and sound like 

● Cut out and create a poster of advertisements 

● Formative Assessments: 

○ completed presentation 
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 2 1 

□ All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 
 
□ Creates an 
advertisement 
pamphlet persuading 
the intended 
audience to choose 
their short story or 
video 
 
 

□ Creates a 2-3 
minute presentation 
 
□ Uses visual aides 
 
□ Each group 
member had a role 
 
□ Creativity excites 
the audience 
 
□ Opinion is clearly 
presented  
 

□ Meets 3-4 of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

□ Meets less than 3 of 
the “Proficient” criteria 
 
□ Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 
 
□ Comments: 
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Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and Related 
Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 

 
✓ Check all those that apply to the task: 

 

X   Technology/multimedia 

 

N.J.C.C.C.S. Technology Standards: 
8.1.4.A.1 
Demonstrate effective input of text 
and data using an input device.    
 
8.1.4.A.2 
Create a document with text 
formatting and graphics using a word 
processing program.                                                                                                                                                            
 
8.1.4.A.3 
Create and present a multimedia 
presentation that includes graphics.                                                       

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

x  Other: 

     SL.4.1 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

X Teamwork and Collaboration 
X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  
X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
X Flexibility and Adaptability 
X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

X Summarizing and Note Taking 
X Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

X Cooperative Learning 

❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

X Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 
X Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

X Teamwork and Collaboration 
X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  
X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
X Flexibility and Adaptability 
X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

Resources 

Physical Technology-Based 

Comprehension Tool-Kit: 
 

Book-Strategy 4 “Infer Meaning”, Lesson 15 
“Wrap Your Mind Around Big Ideas” 

 
Book-Strategy 6 “Summarize and Synthesize”  

 
 
 

Wonders Resources: 

Short stories 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/4th-

gradehttp://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/4t
h-grade 

(fourth grade book lists) 
 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/http://te
acher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/ 

(book review lessons and resources- site to publish 
your online review) 

 
(story/characterization graphic organizers) 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_im

ages/lesson1054/ResponsePrompts.pdfhttp://www.r

http://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/4th-grade
http://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/4th-grade
http://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/4th-grade
http://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/4th-grade
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/
http://teacher.scholastic.com/writewit/bookrev/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1054/ResponsePrompts.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1054/ResponsePrompts.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1054/ResponsePrompts.pdf
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Literature Anthology 

Unit 1 The Princess and the Pizza 10-25 

Unit 1 Tomás and His Sons 28-31 

Unit 1 Experts, Incorporated 32-41 

Unit 1 The Box-Zip Project 80-83 

Unit 2 The Secret Message 90-103 

Unit 2 The Moonlight Concert Mystery 

126-129 

Unit 3 The Cricket in Times Square 178-

193 

Unit 3 Aguinaldo 198-209 

 

 

Unit 4 LaRue for Mayor 288-307 

Unit 4 The Moon Over Star 314-329 

Unit 5 Mama, I’ll Give You The World 

362-377 

Unit 5 Apples to Oregon 384-399 

Unit 6 The Game of Silence 458-469 

Unit 6 Valley of the Moon 476-489 

Unit 6 Of Fire and Water 516-519 

Reading/Writing Workshop 

eadwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_imag

es/lesson1054/ResponsePrompts.pdf 

(interactive journal prompts – Task 1) 

 
www.lauriacandler.comhttp://www.lauriacandler.c

om/ 
(for literacy circle resources) 

 
 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_im

ages/lesson876/WtgReviewChecklist.pdfhttp://www.r
eadwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_imag

es/lesson876/WtgReviewChecklist.pdf 
(book review checklist-Task 3) 

 
 

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-
resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-

creating-c-

30914.html?tab=3#tabshttp://www.readwritethink.
org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-

report-alternative-creating-c-
30914.html?tab=3 - tabs 
(making a book trailer) 

 
 
 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1054/ResponsePrompts.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1054/ResponsePrompts.pdf
http://www.lauriacandler.com/
http://www.lauriacandler.com/
http://www.lauriacandler.com/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson876/WtgReviewChecklist.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson876/WtgReviewChecklist.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson876/WtgReviewChecklist.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson876/WtgReviewChecklist.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson876/WtgReviewChecklist.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/book-report-alternative-creating-c-30914.html?tab=3#tabs
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Unit 1 Shared Read, The Dragon 

Problem 22-25 

Unit 1 Shared Read, The Talent Show 

36-39 

Unit 2 Shared Read, The Fisherman and 

the Kaha Bird 94-97 

Unit 3 Shared Read, At the Library 166-

169 

Unit 4 Shared Read, The TimeSpecs 

3000 252-255 

Unit 4 Shared Read, A Telephone Mix-Up 

266-269 

Unit 5 Shared Read, Sadie’s Game 310-

313 

Unit 5 Shared Read, My Big Brother, 

Johnny Kaw 324-327 

Unit 6 Shared Read, A Surprise Reunion 

382-385 

 

● Opinion writing 

 

Literature Anthology 

Unit 3 Abe’s Honest Words 240-259 

Unit 3 A New Kind of Corn 264-267 

Reading/Writing Workshop 
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Unit 1 Genre 84 

Unit 3 Genre 228 
 

Lucy Calkins Units of Study: 
 

● Unit 2:Opinion- Boxes and Bullets: 
Personal and Persuasive Essays 

● Unit 4: Literary Essay-Writing 
About Fiction 
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